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Water	by	the	Spoonful	is	a	play	written	by	Quiara	Alegria	Hudes.	The	second	part	of	a	trilogy,	this	drama	depicts	the	everyday	struggles	of	several	people.	Some	are	tied	together	by	family,	while	others	are	tied	through	their	addictions.	The	first	portion	of	Hudes's	trilogy	is	titled	Elliot,	A	Soldier's	Fugue	(2007).	Water	by	the	Spoonful	won	the	2012
Pulitzer	Prize	for	Drama.	The	final	part	of	the	cycle,	The	Happiest	Song	Plays	Last,	premiered	in	the	spring	of	2013.	Quiara	Alegria	Hudes	has	been	a	rapidly	rising	star	in	the	playwright	community	since	the	early	2000s.	After	achieving	accolades	and	awards	in	regional	theaters,	she	entered	a	more	global	spotlight	with	In	the	Heights,	a	Tony	Award-
winning	musical	for	which	she	wrote	the	book.	At	first,	Water	by	the	Spoonful	seems	to	be	set	in	two	different	worlds,	with	two	different	storylines.	The	first	setting	is	our	"everyday"	world	of	work	and	family.	In	that	storyline,	young	Iraq	War	veteran	Elliot	Ortiz	deals	with	a	terminally	ill	parent,	a	nowhere	job	at	a	sandwich	shop,	and	a	burgeoning
career	in	modeling.	All	of	this	is	intensified	by	recurring	memories	(ghostly	hallucinations)	of	a	man	he	killed	during	the	war.	The	second	storyline	takes	place	online.	Recovering	drug	addicts	interact	in	an	internet	forum	that	has	been	created	by	Odessa,	Elliot's	birth	mother	(although	the	audience	does	not	learn	her	identity	for	a	few	scenes).	In	the
chat	room,	Odessa	goes	by	her	username	HaikuMom.	Although	she	may	have	failed	as	a	mother	in	real	life,	she	becomes	an	inspiration	to	ex-crack-heads	hoping	for	a	new	chance.	The	online	inhabitants	include:	Orangutan:	a	junkie	whose	road	to	recovery	has	led	her	in	search	of	her	birth	parents	who	live	somewhere.Chutes&Ladders:	a	recovering
drug	addict	who	maintains	close	online	connections,	but	has	yet	to	take	them	to	the	next	level	off-line.Fountainhead:	is	the	newest	member	to	join	the	group,	but	his	naiveté	and	arrogance	at	first	repulse	the	online	community.	Honest	self-reflection	is	demanded	before	recovery	can	begin.	Fountainhead,	a	once	successful	businessman	who	hides	his
addiction	from	his	wife,	has	a	hard	time	being	honest	with	anyone—especially	himself.	The	most	invigorating	aspect	of	Hudes's	play	is	that	although	each	a	character	is	deeply	flawed,	the	spirit	of	hope	lurks	within	every	tormented	heart.	Spoiler	Alert:	Some	of	the	script's	surprises	will	be	given	away	as	we	discuss	the	strengths	and	weaknesses	of
each	character.	Elliot	Ortiz:	Throughout	the	play,	usually	during	quiet	moments	of	reflection,	a	ghost	for	the	Iraq	War	visits	Elliot,	echoing	words	in	Arabic.	It	is	implied	that	Elliot	killed	this	person	during	the	war	and	that	the	Arabic	words	may	have	been	the	last	thing	spoken	before	the	man	was	shot.	At	the	beginning	of	the	play,	Elliot	learns	that	the
man	he	killed	was	simply	asking	for	his	passport,	suggesting	that	Elliot	may	have	killed	an	innocent	man.	In	addition	to	this	mental	hardship,	Elliot	still	grapples	with	the	physical	effects	of	his	war	wound,	an	injury	that	leaves	him	with	a	limp.	His	months	of	physical	therapy	and	four	different	surgeries	led	to	an	addiction	to	painkillers.	On	top	of	those
hardships,	Elliot	also	deals	with	the	death	of	Ginny,	his	biological	aunt	and	adoptive	mother.	When	she	dies,	Elliot	becomes	bitter	and	frustrated.	He	wonders	why	Ginny,	a	selfless,	nurturing	parent	died	while	Odessa	Ortiz,	his	recklessly	neglectful	birth	mother,	remains	alive.	Elliot	reveals	his	strength	throughout	the	second	half	of	the	play	as	he
comes	to	terms	with	loss	and	finds	the	capacity	to	forgive.	Odessa	Ortiz:	In	the	eyes	of	her	fellow	recovering	addicts,	Odessa	(aka,	HaikuMom)	appears	saintly.	She	encourages	empathy	and	patience	within	others.	She	censors	profanity,	anger,	and	hateful	comments	from	her	online	forum.	And	she	doesn't	turn	away	from	pompous	newcomers	such	as
Fountainhead	but	instead	welcomes	all	lost	souls	to	her	internet	community.	She	has	been	drug-free	for	over	five	years.	When	Elliot	aggressively	confronts	her,	demanding	that	she	pay	for	the	floral	arrangement	at	the	funeral,	Odessa	is	at	first	perceived	as	a	victim	and	Elliot	as	the	callous,	verbal	abuser.	However,	when	we	learn	of	Odessa's	back
story,	we	learn	how	her	addiction	ravaged	not	only	her	life	but	the	lives	of	her	family.	The	play	gets	its	title	Water	by	the	Spoonful	from	one	of	Elliot's	earliest	memories.	When	he	was	a	little	boy,	he	and	his	younger	sister	were	gravely	ill.	The	doctor	instructed	Odessa	to	keep	the	children	hydrated	by	giving	them	one	spoonful	of	water	every	five
minutes.	At	first,	Odessa	followed	the	instructions.	But	her	devotion	did	not	last	for	long.	Compelled	to	leave	in	search	of	her	next	drug	fix,	she	abandoned	her	children,	leaving	them	locked	in	their	home	until	the	authorities	knocked	down	the	door.	By	that	time,	Odessa's	2-year-old	daughter	had	died	of	dehydration.	After	being	confronted	with	the
memories	of	her	past,	Odessa	tells	Elliot	to	sell	her	only	possession	of	value:	her	computer,	her	key	to	ongoing	recovery.	After	she	gives	that	up,	she	returns	once	again	to	drug	abuse.	She	overdoses,	verging	on	the	brink	of	death.	Yet	even	then,	all	is	not	lost.	She	manages	to	hang	onto	life,	Elliot	realizes	that	despite	her	terrible	life	choices,	he	still
cares	for	her,	and	Fountainhead	(the	addict	who	seemed	beyond	help)	stays	by	Odessa's	side,	endeavoring	to	steer	them	into	the	waters	of	redemption.	Mechanical	keyboards	are	a	killer	upgrade	for	gamers	and	people	who	type	all	day,	and	doubly	so	if	you’re	still	using	the	cheap	plastic	plank	keyboard	that	came	with	your	PC.	With	the	right	type	of
switch	under	the	keys,	you’ll	get	better	physical	responsiveness	from	your	keys,	and	in	some	cases	an	easier	time	for	your	fingers	and	wrists.	Today,	Amazon	has	some	great	deals	on	mechanical	keyboards	from	Aukey.	Our	favorite	of	the	bunch	is	this	87-key	backlit	keyboard	with	Outemu	Blue	switches	for	$26	with	the	coupon	code	MT3MZVCY.	That’s
a	great	price	for	a	budget	mechanical	keyboard,	especially	if	you	don’t	want	to	pay	the	far	higher	prices	for	our	favorite	gaming	keyboards	of	2018.	Even	budget	mechanical	keyboards	usually	start	around	$75	or	so.	The	Aukey	keyboard	features	a	6-color	backlight	with	per-row	lighting	(as	opposed	to	per-key)	and	nine	lighting	presets,	with	two	slots
for	customized	presets.	The	keyboard	also	has	full	n-key	rollover	to	make	sure	each	keypress	is	detected	independently,	avoiding	misinterpretation	by	the	computer,	as	well	as	anti-ghosting	technology.	And	this	laptop	is	water-resistant,	so	drink	up	coffee	spiller	nation!	The	Outemu	Blue	switches	offer	the	same	type	of	key	behavior	as	Cherry	MX
Blues,	so	you’ll	get	a	tactile	bump,	loud	clicks,	and	the	key	should	actuate	when	you	press	about	halfway	down.	Cherry	MX	Blue	connoisseurs	will	obviously	feel	a	difference	between	the	original	and	Outemu,	but	the	goals	of	both	switches	are	generally	the	same.	While	it’s	always	great	to	get	the	original	switch,	sometimes	the	prices	are	well	worth
looking	at	rival	keys.	Besides,	Aukey’s	a	good	discount	brand	so	you	can	expect	pretty	solid	quality,	though	we	haven’t	reviewed	this	particular	keyboard	ourselves.	It’s	carrying	a	strong	4.2	out	of	5	rating	across	more	than	120	Amazon	user	reviews.	[Today’s	deal:	Aukey	87-key	mechanical	keyboard	with	Outeme	Blue	switches	for	$26	with	code
MT3MZVCY.]	No	one	wants	to	type	on	an	ugly	keyboard.	While	there	are	keyboards	out	there	that	go	a	bit	overboard	on	themes,	Google	Keyboard	likes	to	keep	it	simple.	Always	clean,	always	minimal.	What	you	may	not	realize,	however,	is	that	it	does	have	a	few	themes	tucked	inside	its	Settings	menu.	If	you’re	running	the	newest	version	of	Google
Keyboard	(5.0),	accessing	the	Settings	menu	is	the	same	as	previous	versions:	long-press	the	comma	(or	whatever	key	is	in	that	highlighted	location	below—it	changes	according	to	what	app	the	input	field	is	in),	then	tap	“Google	Keyboard	settings.”	From	there,	all	the	visual	settings	are	now	nestled	under	“Preferences.”	Go	ahead	and	tap	that.	The
first	entry	in	this	menu	is	“Themes,”	and	tapping	that	will	open	the	selection	box	that	now	only	has	two	options:	Material	Light	and	Material	Dark.	The	Holo	themes	of	previous	versions	are	gone,	which	really	makes	sense	as	Google	has	been	pushing	Material	for	the	past	couple	of	years.	Once	you’ve	made	your	selection,	this	box	will	disappear.	There
is	one	more	customization	method	in	this	version	of	the	Keyboard	that	wasn’t	available	in	previous	versions,	however:	“Show	key	border.”	This	puts	a	colored	border	between	each	key,	giving	them	separation	from	each	other.	This	is	the	perfect	answer	to	the	gripe	many	users	have	had	about	Google	Keyboard’s	Material	themes	since	the	keyboard	was
released	to	the	public.			That’s	it—you’re	done.	Back	of	this	menu	and	enjoy	your	“new”	keyboard.	You’ll	type	faster	now,	I	promise.	While	it	may	seem	trivial	when	it	comes	to	overall	functionality	(the	keyboard’s	performance	and	accuracy	do	not	change	with	the	theme),	it’s	amazing	how	something	small	like	a	key	border	can	help	users	become	more
accurate.	It’s	all	about	jumping	those	mental	barriers!	Maine	has	the	nickname,	"Vacationland."	The	lovely	New	England	state	has	plenty	to	offer,	including	loads	of	lobster,	Acadia	National	Park,	and	Moosehead	Lake.	Visitors	to	Maine	(as	well	as	its	residents)	who	might	be	looking	for	a	side	of	thrills	to	accompany	their	lobster	rolls	can	find
amusement	parks	and	water	parks,	which	are	listed	below.	Before	we	get	to	the	parks	that	are	operating,	let's	take	a	look	at	a	place	that	has	evolved	through	the	years,	Old	Orchard	Beach.	Located	on	Maine’s	coast,	the	destination	has	followed	the	path	of	many	seaside	amusement	areas.	Instead	of	a	single	owner,	which	is	the	model	followed	by	most
modern	theme	parks,	the	amusement	areas	of	yore	were	typically	a	collection	of	rides	and	concessions	operated	by	different	vendors.	At	one	time,	Old	Orchard	Beach	boasted	a	few	individually	operated	wooden	roller	coasters,	including	the	U.S.	Scenic	Railway,	which	dates	back	to	1902,	and	the	circa-1917	Jack	Rabbit.	Like	most	seaside	parks,	Old
Orchard	Beach's	popularity	waned.	Its	wooden	coasters	are	long	gone.	Unlike	the	fate	met	by	nearly	all	other	oceanfront	amusement	areas,	however,	some	rides	remain,	mostly	at	the	beach's	Palace	Playland	(listed	below).	Old	Orchard's	pier	still	offers	midway	games,	food	joints,	and	other	diversions.	And,	of	course,	the	beach	itself	beckons.	01	of	07
Aquaboggan	SacoOutdoor	water	park	Aquaboggan	is	a	decent-sized	water	park.	It	offers	a	nice	lineup	of	slides	and	rides	including	speed	slides,	a	halfpipe	slide,	a	mat	slide,	a	unique	"Aquasaucer"	climbing	attraction,	and	a	wave	pool.	The	park	also	has	mini-golf	and	bumper	boats.	02	of	07	Funtown	USA	SacoOutdoor	amusement	park	and	water	park
Maine's	biggest	amusement	park,	Funtown	USA	features	a	great	collection	of	rides	including	the	acclaimed	Excalibur	wooden	coaster,	a	Wild	Mouse	coaster,	antique	cars,	a	carousel,	and	kiddie	rides.	The	adjacent	Splashtown	USA	is	also	the	state's	largest	water	park.	Its	attractions	include	a	body	slide	with	a	launch	capsule,	speed	slides,	a	family	raft
ride,	a	funnel	ride,	and	an	interactive	water	play	center.	Visitors	can	purchase	tickets	for	entry	to	one	park	or	discounted	combo	passes	which	allow	admission	to	both	Funtown	and	Splashtown.	03	of	07	Palace	Playland	Old	Orchard	BeachAmusement	Park	There	used	to	be	many	seaside	amusement	parks	along	the	New	England	coast.	Now,	only
Palace	Playland	remains	(although	York’s	Wild	Kingdom,	listed	below,	could	be	considered	a	seaside	park	as	well).	Among	the	rides	at	the	classic	park	are	a	swinging	pirate	ship,	a	drop	tower	ride,	and	the	Electra	Wheel,	which	lights	up	the	pier	and	beach	with	its	flashy	lights.	New	for	2018	is	Sea	Viper,	a	steel	coaster.	04	of	07	Seacoast	Adventure
WindhamOutdoor	water	park	and	other	attractions	Seacoast	Adventure	doesn't	offer	a	full-featured	water	park.	It's	really	more	of	a	water	playground	with	a	few	attractions,	including	a	water	play	center	and	a	couple	of	water	slides.	Seacoast	also	features	the	unique	Hill	Slides	Tubin'	ride,	mini-golf,	go-karts,	a	Sky	Swing	bungee-like	ride,	zip	lines,
and	ropes	course.	In	the	winter,	the	park	offers	snow	tubing.	Continue	to	5	of	7	below.	05	of	07	Wild	Acadia	TrentonOutdoor	water	slides	and	other	attractions		Wild	Acadia	is	a	small	family	entertainment	center.	It	offers	a	few	water	slides	as	well	as	zip	lines,	a	ropes	course,	go-karts,	trampoline,	climbing	wall,	and	mini-golf.	06	of	07	Wonder	Mountain
Fun	Park	WellsOutdoor	family	entertainment	center	Wonder	Mountain	is	a	small	family	entertainment	center.	it	offers	go-karts,	mini-golf,	a	maze,	and	an	arcade.	07	of	07	York's	Wild	Kingdom	York	BeachAmusement	park	and	zoo	York's	Wild	Kingdom	is	more	of	a	zoo	than	an	amusement	park.	It		includes	lion,	monkey,	butterfly,	tiger,	ostrich,	and
other	animal	exhibits.	The	amusement	park	area	includes	a	Wild	Mouse	coaster,	Ferris	wheel,	carousel,	and	a	number	of	spinning	rides.	The	park	also	offers	mini-golf,	and	batting	cages.	Ticket	options	include	zoo-only	and	zoo	and	ride	passes.	York's	Wild	Kingdom	is	located	at	York	Beach,	which	also	offers	an	arcade,	ice	cream	shops,	and	other
waterfront	attractions.
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